
Evolution of Open and 
Distributed Education

Connie Blomgren, PhD
Terry Anderson, PhD



• Distance Education has ALWAYS Been About Access

• Access demands Openness



Distance Education has Always been about Access

Elites to Masses

Urban to Rural

Settled to Refugees

‘Normal’ schools to ‘Special students’

‘At liberty’ to Imprisoned

Rich to  Poor

Young to Elderly 

Cohorts to MOOCs

Settled to Mobile

Able Bodied to Special Needs

Paced to Self-paced



• What type of open access and to whom? To what? When? 
At What Cost? 



Open Education through a technological lens - 
Paul’s Epistles



Correspondence Education

Guided Didactic Interaction  Borje Holmberg  (2020) 



• One way media



“University of the Air”



School Car – via 
Train

Schuessler, K. and Schuessler, M. 1986 School On 
Wheels Boston mills press



Open Through and Interaction Lens



Moore, M. G. (1989) Editorial: Three types of interaction. American Journal of Distance Education, 3(2), 1





Audio Teleconferencing



Video Conferencing



Figure 3. Decagon of cooperative freedoms (Dron & Anderson, 2014). 

Figure 3. Decagon of cooperative freedoms (adapted from Paulsen, Citation2003) (Dron  Anderson, Citation2014). Used with 
permission.

https://www.tandfonline.com/eprint/KGZM6ZVKWJNDJGIXD53K/full?target=10.1080/1359866X.2024.2325746
https://www.tandfonline.com/eprint/KGZM6ZVKWJNDJGIXD53K/full?target=10.1080/1359866X.2024.2325746


Teacher/teacher

6 Types of Interaction (Anderson, 2003)
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Distributed education through a Pedagogical Lens

1. Cognitive Behaviourist – 
Individual learning - May 
be Self Paced, 

2. Constructivist – Groups
3. Connectionist – Networks 

Sets, Collectives

Three Generations of 
Online Learning Pedagogies

Anderson, T., & Dron, J. (2011). Three generations of distance education pedagogy.
International Review of Research in Open and Distributed Learning, 12(3), 80-97.



What is an ‘Open” University?

”Open" typically means that the institution is accessible to a wide range 
of learners without the traditional barriers that other universities might 
have. This may include:

1.Open Admission: Minimal or no entry requirements, meaning students don't 
need specific qualifications to enroll.

2.Open Access: Flexible learning schedules, allowing students to study at their 
own pace, often through distance learning or online platforms.

3.Open Learning Resources: Provision of free or low-cost educational materials, 
making education more affordable and accessible.

4.Open to All Ages and Backgrounds: No age restrictions or limitations based on 
prior educational or social background.

5.Open Enrollment Periods: Multiple start dates or rolling admissions throughout 
the year.



Distance Education and 
especially Moocs 

• High drop out rates
• lack of motivation, 

• insufficient time commitment, 

• lack of structure or interaction with 
peers, 

• inadequate background knowledge, 

• casual nature of enrollment,

• Intrusion of real life – family, job, 
dependents, illness etc..



Open to failure??

• Student services:
• Extra resources – Internet
• Peer support  - Internet
• Course and administrative questions
• Personal tutoring
• Personal counselling 

Support services are not free!



AI and Openness

• AI Tutor

Rust & Bryant (2025) Examining the Impact of Intelligent Agents on Instructor Presence

 and Student Achievement in the Online Classroom

https://scholar.google.com/scholar_url?url=https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/07377363.2025.2468009&hl=en&sa=X&d=10455104567740955521&ei=R6vFZ-SUPJqU6rQPm7LfqQI&scisig=AFWwaeYjqlvxHReUhIZ8xopTLg79&oi=scholaralrt&hist=19zDF-8AAAAJ:1988919689316890650:AFWwaeblR_FSPUXabRA4U1r1x93M&html=&pos=0&folt=cit&fols=
https://scholar.google.com/scholar_url?url=https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/07377363.2025.2468009&hl=en&sa=X&d=10455104567740955521&ei=R6vFZ-SUPJqU6rQPm7LfqQI&scisig=AFWwaeYjqlvxHReUhIZ8xopTLg79&oi=scholaralrt&hist=19zDF-8AAAAJ:1988919689316890650:AFWwaeblR_FSPUXabRA4U1r1x93M&html=&pos=0&folt=cit&fols=


• The integration of artificial 
intelligence (AI) in education can  
• enhance personalized teaching, 
• Improve adaptive monitoring of 

student progress
• Develop and present engaging 

motivational strategies.

• challenges 
• data privacy concerns 
• risk of over-reliance on 

technology IP Violations
• Value of human agency
• Can we say “no” to AI?

Krystian TuczyńsKi, 2024



AI – Students or Teachers  with a Disability



AI Creating OERs

• PLANNING: Generating ideas, outlines, objectives, summaries, 
lesson plans, discussion questions

• CREATING: Content, quizzes, rubrics, gamification, checklists, 
feed back prompts, assignments, assessments, examples or 
scenarios of theories and concepts, visual aids

• ENHANCING: proof reading and updating, images, translations, 
captions, mnemonics, analogies

Tidewater Community college (2025)

https://libguides.tcc.edu/c.php?g=1313261&p=10209997


Conclusion and a Plug
• The evolution of Distance and Open education has been, 

and continues to be, about Access.
• Access to everyone means increased cost and increases 

probability of failure. 
• Access to what knowledge?  Who benefits?



1. Adoption and promotion of Open Educational Resources (OER); 

2. Improving alternative and flexible delivery modalities, such as online and 
hybrid courses and programs; 

3. Enhancing access to new learning paths such as through micro-credentials; 

4. Enhancing the digital fluency of educators to more effectively leverage digital 
teaching & learning environments.

https://digitalcampus.ca/ccal/

https://digitalcampus.ca/ccal/
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IRRODL and Open 
Education Research
A 25-year celebration

Panel: Dr. Terry Anderson & Dr. Constance Blomgren
March 5, 2025

CIDER: The evolution of open and
distributed learning

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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Land 
Acknowledgement

Athabasca University, Canada's Online 
University, is proud to welcome a diversity 
of learners from all over Canada.
We celebrate and acknowledge Indigenous 
heritage, including the Ancestral Lands on 
which our buildings are located today in 
Athabasca. Athabasca University is located 
on the Traditional Territory of the Cree and 
the Métis. It is a meeting ground and home 
for many Indigenous Peoples.
We respectfully acknowledge that we live 
and work on the Traditional Lands of the 
Indigenous Peoples of Canada and we 
honour the ancestry, heritage, and gifts of 
Indigenous Peoples and give thanks to 
them.

"Athabasca River" by Constance Blomgren is licensed 
under CC BY-NC 4.0

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
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Open Education Week

25 years of IRRODL as OER

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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MIT Open Courseware-OCW(2001) →

OpenCourseWare Consortium (2005)→

Open Education Consortium (2014) → 

Open Education Global (2019) →

Open Education Week (2012) ↕

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


These slides are shared under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License.

Open Education Global 

● Member-based, global, non-profit supporting the development and use of 
open education around the world

○ OEG conference
○ OE Awards 
○ OE Week
○ OEG Connect

● OEG supports and is involved with
○ Open educational resources (OER)
○ Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs)
○ Open Data
○ Open Education Technology
○ Open practices and pedagogy
○ Open Access (OA) publishing

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://www.oeglobal.org/
https://awards.oeglobal.org/
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Open Education Week 2025

Send a card from where you are 
participating in #OEWeek or sharing 
something you learned during this CIDER 
event. More at Open Education Week 
Postcard
https://remixer.visualthinkery.com/r/6hVrYxcPWufP6mtZCbvA/TffEcl4XkzNsqwZ
KNQvh

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://remixer.visualthinkery.com/r/6hVrYxcPWufP6mtZCbvA/TffEcl4XkzNsqwZKNQvh
https://remixer.visualthinkery.com/r/6hVrYxcPWufP6mtZCbvA/TffEcl4XkzNsqwZKNQvh
https://remixer.visualthinkery.com/r/6hVrYxcPWufP6mtZCbvA/TffEcl4XkzNsqwZKNQvh
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25 Years of IRRODL as OER

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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IRRODL in 2025

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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And…

● Special thank you to IRRODL Managing 
Editor 

○ Serena Henderson who started with 
IRRODL in ???

● Special thank you to the 
technical support skills 

○ Dan Wilton who started with 
IRRODL in ???

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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Snapshot of IRRODL visitation

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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Monthly Visitation Map

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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IRRODL

First Issue
International Review of 

Research in Open and 
Distance Learning

June 2000
6 research articles

3 book notes

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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Rocha Trinidade, A., Carmo, H., & 
Bidarra, J. (2000). Current 

Developments and Best Practice in 
Open and Distance Learning. The 

International Review of Research in 
Open and Distributed Learning, 1(1). 
https://doi.org/10.19173/irrodl.v1i1.7

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://doi.org/10.19173/irrodl.v1i1.7
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Mishra, S. (2005). Online 
Education Using Learning 
Objects. The International 

Review of Research in Open 
and Distributed 
Learning, 6(1). 

https://doi.org/10.19173/irrod
l.v6i1.215

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://doi.org/10.19173/irrodl.v6i1.215
https://doi.org/10.19173/irrodl.v6i1.215
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Gurell, S., Kuo, Y.-C., & 
Walker, A. (2010). The 

pedagogical enhancement of 
open education: An 

examination of problem-based 
learning. The International 
Review of Research in Open 

and Distributed 
Learning, 11(3), 95–105. 

https://doi.org/10.19173/irrod
l.v11i3.886

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://doi.org/10.19173/irrodl.v11i3.886
https://doi.org/10.19173/irrodl.v11i3.886
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Vol. 15 No. 5 (2014): 
Special Issue: Research 

into Massive Open 
Online Courses

Vol. 15 No. 5 (2014): Special Issue: Research into 
Massive Open Online Courses | The International 

Review of Research in Open and Distributed 
Learning

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://www.irrodl.org/index.php/irrodl/issue/view/64
https://www.irrodl.org/index.php/irrodl/issue/view/64
https://www.irrodl.org/index.php/irrodl/issue/view/64
https://www.irrodl.org/index.php/irrodl/issue/view/64
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Hilton, J., Hilton, B., Ikahihifo, T. 
K. ., Chaffee , R. ., Darrow , J. ., 

Guilmett , J. ., & Wiley, D. (2020). 
Identifying Student Perceptions of 

Different Instantiations of Open 
Pedagogy. The International 

Review of Research in Open and 
Distributed Learning, 21(4), 1–19. 
https://doi.org/10.19173/irrodl.v

21i4.4895

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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https://doi.org/10.19173/irrodl.v21i4.4895
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Vol. 25 No. 3 (2024): Special Issue: 
Artificial Intelligence in Open and 

Distributed Learning: Does It Facilitate or 
Hinder Teaching and Learning?

Vol. 25 No. 3 (2024): Special Issue: Artificial 
Intelligence in Open and Distributed 
Learning: Does It Facilitate or Hinder 

Teaching and Learning? | The International 
Review of Research in Open and Distributed 

Learning

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://www.irrodl.org/index.php/irrodl/issue/view/119
https://www.irrodl.org/index.php/irrodl/issue/view/119
https://www.irrodl.org/index.php/irrodl/issue/view/119
https://www.irrodl.org/index.php/irrodl/issue/view/119
https://www.irrodl.org/index.php/irrodl/issue/view/119
https://www.irrodl.org/index.php/irrodl/issue/view/119
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First Issue
June 2000

©

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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CC license
April 2003

Tait, A. (2003). Guest Editorial - Reflections on 
Student Support in Open and Distance 
Learning. The International Review of 

Research in Open and Distributed 
Learning, 4(1). 

https://doi.org/10.19173/irrodl.v4i1.134

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://doi.org/10.19173/irrodl.v4i1.134
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2010 CC BY
Previously CC BY NC ND

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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IRRODL as 
OER

Anderson, T. (2013). Open access scholarly 
publications as OER. The International 

Review of Research in Open and Distributed 
Learning, 14(2), 81–95. 

https://doi.org/10.19173/irrodl.v14i2.1531

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://www.irrodl.org/index.php/irrodl/article/view/1531
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Artificial Intelligence Disclosure 

● Artificial Intelligence Tool: Microsoft Copilot (Athabasca University 
Institutional Instance), accessed February 2025; Summarizing & 
Interpretation- Microsoft Copilot was used to summarize the journal 
articles used in this presentation. 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


These slides are shared under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License.

References
Anderson, T. (2013). Open access scholarly publications as OER. The International Review of Research in 
Open and Distributed Learning, 14(2), 81–95. https://doi.org/10.19173/irrodl.v14i2.1531

Gurell, S., Kuo, Y.-C., & Walker, A. (2010). The pedagogical enhancement of open education: An examination of problem-based learning. The International 
Review of Research in Open and Distributed Learning, 11(3), 95–105. https://doi.org/10.19173/irrodl.v11i3.886

Hilton, J., Hilton, B., Ikahihifo, T. K. ., Chaffee , R. ., Darrow , J. ., Guilmett , J. ., & Wiley, D. (2020). Identifying Student Perceptions of Different 
Instantiations of Open Pedagogy. The International Review of Research in Open and Distributed Learning, 21(4), 1–19. 
https://doi.org/10.19173/irrodl.v21i4.4895

Mishra, S. (2005). Online Education Using Learning Objects. The International Review of Research in Open and Distributed Learning, 6(1). 
https://doi.org/10.19173/irrodl.v6i1.215

Namaziandost, E., & Rezai, A. (2024). Special Issue: Artificial Intelligence in Open and Distributed Learning: Does It Facilitate or Hinder Teaching and 
Learning?. The International Review of Research in Open and Distributed Learning, 25(3), i-vii. https://doi.org/10.19173/irrodl.v25i3.8070

Rocha Trinidade, A., Carmo, H., & Bidarra, J. (2000). Current Developments and Best Practice in Open and Distance Learning. The International Review of 
Research in Open and Distributed Learning, 1(1). https://doi.org/10.19173/irrodl.v1i1.7

Tait, A. (2003). Guest Editorial - Reflections on Student Support in Open and Distance Learning. The International Review of Research in Open and 
Distributed Learning, 4(1). https://doi.org/10.19173/irrodl.v4i1.134

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://doi.org/10.19173/irrodl.v14i2.1531
https://doi.org/10.19173/irrodl.v11i3.886
https://doi.org/10.19173/irrodl.v21i4.4895
https://doi.org/10.19173/irrodl.v6i1.215
https://doi.org/10.19173/irrodl.v25i3.8070
https://doi.org/10.19173/irrodl.v1i1.7
https://doi.org/10.19173/irrodl.v4i1.134

	CIDER Anderson.pdf
	Slide 1: Evolution of Open and Distributed Education
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5: Open Education through a technological lens - Paul’s Epistles
	Slide 6: Correspondence Education
	Slide 7
	Slide 8: “University of the Air”
	Slide 9: School Car – via Train
	Slide 10: Open Through and Interaction Lens
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13: Audio Teleconferencing
	Slide 14: Video Conferencing
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17: Distributed education through a Pedagogical Lens
	Slide 18: What is an ‘Open” University?
	Slide 19: Distance Education and especially Moocs 
	Slide 20: Open to failure??
	Slide 21: AI and Openness
	Slide 22
	Slide 23: AI – Students or Teachers  with a Disability
	Slide 24: AI Creating OERs
	Slide 25: Conclusion and a Plug
	Slide 26
	Slide 27: References
	Slide 28

	CIDER Blomgren



